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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Minister for Agriculture and Forestry) [9.52 pm]:  I move - 

That the house do now adjourn.   

Storm Damage - Adjournment Debate 
HON SIMON O’BRIEN (South Metropolitan) [9.53 pm]:  The house should not adjourn before it records the 
appreciation of all members, I am sure, of the conduct displayed by everyday citizens and emergency service 
workers, particularly in the south metropolitan region but also in other parts of the metropolitan area, subsequent 
to the damage caused by the extraordinary weather conditions of Monday, 16 May.  As the house will be aware, 
the freak weather conditions of 16 May, which occurred around 6.00 am, hit hard some parts of the metropolitan 
region.  In particular, I am aware, as one would expect, of the damage that was inflicted to parts of the south 
metropolitan region, notably City of Melville suburbs such as Bicton, Melville, Applecross, Ardross and Mt 
Pleasant, although I note that other damage was recorded further afield in South Perth and further south in the 
Rockingham area.  On Monday I had the opportunity to spend a couple of hours examining the damage that 
occurred in the City of Melville and to speak with a number of people who were affected.  I would like to record 
in the house my impressions of what I saw.  However, before I do that I particularly want to record my 
appreciation of the response of a number of people and organisations to the severe damage that was caused in the 
Melville area.  I record my appreciation of members of the Fire and Emergency Services Authority, the 
community security services of the City of Melville and the Western Australia Police Service.  In particular I 
record my appreciation of the State Emergency Service volunteers who, despite having received a large volume 
of requests for help, which some commentators reported to be overwhelming, conducted themselves in way that 
showed that they were anything but overwhelmed.  In fact, the members of the State Emergency Service were 
capable of responding to this very considerable civil emergency, and they conducted themselves in a tireless and 
gallant fashion in the extraordinary circumstances that were presented to them on that occasion.  To all those 
people, I express my appreciation and admiration, and I am sure those sentiments are shared by other members 
in this house.  I also extend my thanks to other individuals who extended help in so many ways to people who 
needed that sort of assistance.   
I have never seen in the Perth metropolitan area devastation of the scale and nature that I witnessed in the 
vicinity of Bicton on Monday, 16 May.  The Bicton Primary School was largely demolished and parts of the 
building and its contents were strewn for hundreds of metres.  Many other parks, houses, trees, road signs, power 
poles and all sorts of other structures were severely damaged on that morning.  The mess was indescribable, and 
it can only be through God’s good grace that no-one was killed, because given the amount of roofing iron and 
other flying projectiles that caused so much damage it is fortunate that no human was hit with deadly force.  In 
Kanimbla Road, just around the corner from Harris Street in Bicton, I observed what was perhaps the epicentre 
of residential damage.  Houses had roofs torn off and in some cases will have to be totally written off.  I was 
talking to some local residents whose house had suffered considerable damage and they were looking across the 
road at a neighbour’s house that had been all but destroyed.  Indeed, that house featured in a number of news 
bulletins.  The lady I was speaking to said, “I wonder if the lady over there needs some sandwiches; I will go 
over and ask.”  That is the sort of quiet but considerate way that the people of Bicton were getting on with 
business, shrugging off the difficulties and the shock, and thinking of others.  There was also some humour as 
these very good people showed the strength of character that exists in the community by laughing off their 
misfortune to the extent that they could.  I will illustrate that with one example.  As I stood outside some other 
residences in Harris Road overlooking the school playing field, which was strewn with the remains of the school, 
including a large upright piano that had been flung about 200 metres, I heard one young boy, obviously a student 
from the school, say to his father, “Dad, does this mean we don’t have to go to school?”  His father replied, 
“Well, not today, son; it looks like the school has come to us.”  Indeed it had.  The school was strewn across the 
street and across their yard as well.  An attitude is evident in the community that there is no point in crying; it is 
better to laugh in the face of such adversity.  I am proud to be part of that community, and that community 
deserves to be proud of itself.  I thank all agencies, government and non-government, and other private and 
organised bodies and private citizens for the way in which they conducted themselves in the wake of this very 
dangerous and unprecedented event. 

Uranium Mining - Adjournment Debate 
HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [10.01 pm]:  I rise tonight to speak on uranium mining in 
Western Australia.  The government went to the recent election with a clear commitment to prohibit uranium 
mining in Western Australia.  At the time of the recent election, three companies had uranium deposits, mainly 
in mining tenements, in Western Australia; namely, Paladin Resources at Manyingee, Rio Tinto at Kintyre, and 
WMC at the Yeelirrie deposits.  I asked a question a while ago relating to Aldershot Resources, a Canadian 
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company that had taken tenements over the Yuinmery and Turee Creek deposits.  I believed that this was an 
isolated incident.  Unfortunately, having done a little research, I have produced a list of companies that have 
moved into Western Australia to actively look for and mine uranium.  The list is not exhaustive, and is merely 
what we have been able to ascertain. 

The last company moved into Western Australia yesterday: Goldstream Mining NL took out the Thatcher Soak 
uranium deposit, which is an area of 210 square kilometres, with the specific object of adding that deposit to the 
company’s uranium initiative.  The managing director stated - 

“The Thatcher Soak acquisition complements our existing extensive uranium portfolio in these two 
strategic locations and comes at a time of increasing acceptance of uranium as an alternative energy 
source.” 

I now outline the companies currently involved in uranium deposits in Western Australia.  Nova Energy has 
taken out the Lake Way and Centipede deposits located basically south and south east of Wiluna.  Redport Ltd 
has made a large uranium purchase involving Lake Maitland, Mundong Well and Angelo River near Paraburdoo, 
Onslow and Wiluna respectively.  Aldershot Resources, as I mentioned, has taken out two tenements.  Paladin 
has expanded its operations and has moved to a new tenement north east of Kalgoorlie, which adds to its 
Manyingee and Oobagooma deposits.  Jindalee Resources-Energy Metals has taken out a further lease near 
Manyingee, and has leases over Lakeside and Austin Downs; the Mopoke Well project, consisting of Lake 
Raeside and Stakeyard Well near Leonora; the Lake Mason deposit north east of Sandstone; and the Anketell 
deposit 100 kilometres east of Mount Magnet.  A company called Mindax took out a lease on a major deposit of 
uranium near Sandstone-Meekatharra over the Yilgarn Craton on 12 May.   

If the government is fair dinkum about its provision that Western Australia will not mine uranium, it is beholden 
on the government to tell some of these international corporations taking out leases with the expectation of 
progressing their uranium mining activities that their actions are inappropriate.  The government should also 
advise them that it intends to introduce legislation to prohibit their activities.  If the government does not do that, 
it will become clear that the government’s stated agenda of prohibiting uranium mining in Western Australia is 
nothing more than a whitewash.  The latest company has indicated that it believes that there is an increasing 
acceptance within Western Australia of the view that uranium mining should be an activity of choice in Western 
Australia.   

Hon Peter Foss:  There is.   

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE:  Notwithstanding the comments from the other side of the chamber - I know the 
honourable member’s position on this matter - I am really referring to the government of the day and its 
commitment.  I would like that commitment to be enacted as soon as possible, so that corporations have a clear 
understanding of where they stand in Western Australia.   

Accidents on South Western Highway - Adjournment Debate 
HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [10.05 pm]:  I wish to address a subject that is very difficult for me 
because of the timing.  As members know, my time as a member of the Legislative Council is rapidly drawing to 
a close.  As a matter of conventional decency and as part of our culture, I would have preferred to raise this 
matter in a week or two’s time.  However, that option is not available to me.  Because Mr Ken Gunson has asked 
me to speak on this subject, I will do so.  Mr Ken Gunson is one of two brothers of the truck driver who was 
recently killed on the South Western Highway.  His funeral has not yet taken place, so members will understand 
that I have a natural reluctance to speak on this subject.  The family is obviously extremely upset, as any family 
would be.  This is a close-knit family.  Some people probably heard an interview, I think yesterday, on the Liam 
Bartlett radio program with the widow of the truck driver.  People phoned to say what a remarkable interview it 
was and how much control this good lady had under the circumstances.   

I know Mr Ken Gunson quite well.  He is a very community-minded person.  He was a shire councillor for quite 
a time and is very much respected in the community.  He actually stood as an Independent for election to the 
upper house in the last two elections.  He is a very decent sort of person.  Mr Gunson told me that the section of 
the South Western Highway on which this accident took place is at the bottom end of an overtaking lane.  Most 
of that road is quite hilly and windy.  It is actually the second rollover that has occurred on this section of the 
highway.  He said that the other rollover occurred within one metre of where his brother was killed.  No-one 
from the Department for Planning and Infrastructure or Main Roads Western Australia could pretend that there is 
not a track record of accidents on this section of road.  Apparently it is the third serious accident in that locality 
this calendar year.  Fortunately, this has been the only fatality.  I have spoken in this house many times about the 
necessity for more spending to occur on country roads, in particular on overtaking lanes.  Mr Gunson told me 
that the family and the community of Manjimup, which is a close-knit community, do not want road trains to be 
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taken off that road.  However, they want that road to be made reasonably safe.  The plantation industry is very 
important to that area, and the finances it brings in help keep the Manjimup general community alive.  We all 
know what a severe and devastating time that part of the state has experienced after what has happened to the 
timber industry.  I will give members an indication of the community mindedness of Mr Gunson.  He said to me 
that school buses use that road and the family is relieved that the accident in which his brother was killed did not 
involve a school bus.  He phoned me two days after his brother was killed.  The family believes that there is a 
gross negligence in the duty of care of the Department for Planning and Infrastructure and the minister 
responsible for it.  The proof of the pudding is in the eating.  The slashing of funding for country roads that has 
occurred -  

Hon Kim Chance:  What slashing?   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I am trying to treat this matter delicately because of how I started my speech.  The 
minister said that under the timber industry road evaluation study program, roads were to be paved with gold, 
and there was not that sort of money.  Under the TIRES program, south west roads were never to be paved with 
gold.  That comment of the minister shows a rather flippant attitude.   

Hon Kim Chance:  I think she was referring to the $60 million bid for TIRES not the TIRES program.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  That was the original assessment for TIRES before this government’s time.  That is the 
amount that it was felt at the time would be pretty well the minimum requirement.  Various members in this 
chamber have spoken about this road.  

Hon Kim Chance interjected.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  My time is very limited. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  Hon Paddy Embry has the call.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  The whole subject is difficult.  Tonight Hon George Cash said that of the $350 million 
to be spent, $48 million will be spent on country roads.  He had no idea that I would speak on this subject 
tonight.  We have heard a lot about fair go and one vote, one value, and I do not want to get into that.  This is an 
example of not enough money being spent on country infrastructure, even though the government has huge 
surpluses.   

I also spoke with another lady from Manjimup who drives a school bus, not on that road but on another one.  She 
told me that shortly after eight o’clock she had to pull onto the highway and she had to wait for 12 trucks to go 
past, 10 of which were plantation timber trucks.  These trucks are operating at school bus time on roads that are 
not up to standard.  Something needs to be done urgently.  We used to hear in the country - I do not know 
whether it was true - that traffic lights would not be put on a railway crossing until there had been three fatal 
accidents.  I hope that that is not the case.  I beg the government to be serious about the South Western Highway.  
I travel that road a lot, but probably not quite as much as Hon Chrissy Sharp.  It is an absolute disgrace, and, very 
sadly, this accident is proof of it.  The overtaking lane on the highway is fine, but where it joins the section of the 
highway at the bottom end, it is rough and very substandard.  That is where these accidents are happening.  That 
is where the duty of care is called into question.   

I repeat: this is not a new issue.  The government, the minister and the department cannot reasonably claim that 
this has happened all of a sudden.  We know that plantation timber that is grown for the paper trade is generally 
cut at 10 to 12 years of growth.  People have known for years that this timber will need to be carted and these 
trucks will be on the roads.  There has been plenty of time and plenty of money to do something really positive 
on this highway.  No-one can say it has happened all of a sudden.  This matter has been spoken about in this 
house for years.  The department must know there is negligence.  I think it is gross negligence.  I apologise to the 
house for bringing up this matter at this immediate time of the family’s distress, but they have asked me to do 
that, and that is what I have done.   

Kimberley Pastoral Lease - Adjournment Debate 
HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [10.16 pm]:  I would like to make some comments on an issue 
in the Kimberley.  When I was looking through the minutes of the Shire of Broome council meeting of 21 
December 2004, I noticed under article 9.2.4 a proposed lease of unallocated crown land adjoining Roebuck 
Plains and Thangoo Station for pastoral purposes.  The lease is south of Roebuck Plains, to the east of Thangoo 
Station and to the west of Dampier Downs and comprises an area of 220 000 hectares.  The minutes state that the 
applicant is the Department for Planning and Infrastructure.  I was interested to see whether the application was 
made on behalf of a stand-alone pastoral lessee or whether it was made on behalf of the adjoining leaseholders.  
My interest is generated from my knowledge of the carrying capacity of that type of country.  I have made no 
secret of the fact that I have been, and remain, a supporter of an evaluation of the cotton industry in the 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Wednesday, 18 May 2005] 

 p1685b-1689a 
Hon Kim Chance; Hon Simon O'Brien; Hon Robin Chapple; Hon Paddy Embry; President; Hon John Fischer; 

Hon Peter Foss 

 [4] 

Kimberley, particularly in that area, because I believe that to use that type of country for a pastoral lease or for 
cotton or horticulture are two totally different prospects.  As I have said in this house previously, if the 
development of the cotton industry in that area to the east of Broome used up to 200 000 hectares of land it 
would provide about 5 000 jobs.  That would be a great boon for many of the Aboriginal communities in that 
area, because it would give them meaningful employment and would take a lot of people off the welfare systems 
and welfare dependency that is killing them.  I also believe it would be a great advance for the agricultural 
industry in this State.   

Having read that in the minutes, I took the opportunity of taking a helicopter inspection of that land so that I 
could get a good appreciation of the landforms in the area and the carrying capacity of that type of country.  The 
country is predominantly a flat, red pindan that supports spear grass and wattle.  A lot of the country has 
obviously been burnt severely in the past couple of years.  I assure members that in a helicopter and with a good 
pilot one can get down and have a very good look at the country, as I am sure the minister would know.   

I will digress for a minute to tell members who have not had the opportunity to do that about the exhilarating 
things that have occurred during my life.  I have done some pretty exhilarating things from time to time.  I recall 
my first solo flight at 600 feet after getting my pilot’s licence and the realisation hit me that there was just the 
Lord and me in the cabin on the plane.  It was a memory that I have held onto for a long time.  I have been 
fortunate enough to play some very memorable polo games.  I recall one in particular playing for the rest of the 
world against Malaysia in front of a huge crowd.  It was an exhilarating feeling that I will not forget, especially 
the feeling when we rode out at the beginning of the game.  However, I would recommend that every member of 
this chamber get into an R22 helicopter with a damned good mustering pilot and go for it.  I can assure members 
that it is a feeling they will never forget.  An R44 helicopter is probably a bit safer than an R22. 

Hon Kim Chance:  The R44 doesn’t shake half as much as the R22, I can assure you. 

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  The R22, as the minister knows, is not quite as large.  I certainly had the feeling of 
being up there just on a seat.  It is amazing what good pilots can do; they can virtually lean over and shut the gate 
of a property!  It was possible, as I said, to have an extremely good look at this country.  I acknowledge that 
there has been a rather poor wet season in the Kimberley.  Notwithstanding that, it was obvious from my 
inspection that the country under this proposed application has a very low stock-carrying capacity; as I said, it is 
flat red pindan.  It concerns me that the country might be opened up to a pastoral lease.  I can understand that one 
lease around it might be extended, but this area that was promoted for the development of the cotton industry 
would be ideal for cotton production. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Is this that country on the road out to Dampier Downs? 

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  That is right; the minister is spot on. 

Hon Kim Chance:  It is south of Roebuck. 

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  That is right.  It is not sandhill country; it is flat country of very light wattle and spear 
grass.  It has a bit of spinifex but not very much; in fact, there is a lot less than I expected. 

Hon Kim Chance:  There is a word for that country that we are not allowed to use in this place. 

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  That is exactly right. 

As I said, I decided to go and have a good look for myself at the area of 220 000 hectares that has been 
mentioned in debates in this house about the cotton industry.  As I said, I had a basic awareness of the content of 
the country, but I wanted to make sure that it covered the whole area.  It is virtually one block.  There is not 
much differentiation at all.  I find it strange that that country could be opened up, as I said, unless it was to add to 
an adjoining lease, and especially taking into account the Department for Planning and Infrastructure’s actions in 
resuming many thousands of hectares with pastoral leases on properties in other parts of the Mining and Pastoral 
Region.  Quite frankly, I must say that if this were a precursor to opening up the country for horticulture, or 
specifically for cotton, I would support that concept, as I believe it is a very good area for cotton.  A lot of 
environmental arguing has gone on about it.  To a large degree, most of what I have heard has strayed from the 
facts.  Some of the environmental groups have much to answer for because I strongly support the cotton industry 
for the long term.  As I have said before, it will do a huge amount for the Aboriginal people in that area.  I make 
it clear that if it is opened up for that I will support it.  However, I would be very concerned if it were opened up 
as a pastoral lease to stand on its own because that would do more environmental damage to the country than 
would the cotton industry.  The cotton industry would create an economic boon and it would not deplete the 
countryside any more than occurs naturally.  
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In my absence from this place, I shall watch with a great deal of interest any further development in that area.  I 
hope that commonsense is used in this Parliament to at least initiate some kind of feasibility study of the cotton 
industry so that its development in the north can proceed.  As far as some of the other arguments against it go, I 
have always been in favour of the water in the north being used to develop the north.  I can think of no better 
purpose for it.   

Retiring Members’ Benefits - Adjournment Debate 
HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan) [10.25 pm]:  I want to take up a small matter on behalf of retired, 
retiring and yet-to-retire members.  It is a little gripe I have had with a retired member who has not been affected 
by this matter but who urged me to raise it so that it would go on the record.  I am sure everyone will know who 
that member is once they hear me talk about it.  It relates to benefits available to certain retiring members, 
especially those who spent some time in this house when remuneration for members was not just bad, which I 
think might be the case now, certainly for ministers, but atrocious.  Members still do not receive very good 
remuneration.  

When the remuneration for members was atrocious, they received certain perquisites upon retirement, one of 
which was the travel perquisite.  I had qualified for this perquisite by some years when it was retrospectively 
abolished, although I could have kept it by instantly retiring from Parliament.  If any employer tried that little 
trick, they would be in front of the Industrial Relations Commission quick smart because it would be considered 
to be a form of extortion.  That treatment seems to be allowed, however, when it is done to members of 
Parliament by an order of the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal.   

The abolition was introduced in 1999 and backdated to 1996.  It is bad enough for me because I will end up with 
only a four-year benefit in light of my time spent as a minister.  However, a colleague of mine, who will retire at 
the same time as I will and who sits on the same side of the house - I doubt he has even worked it out - also 
qualified for the benefits for life, but because of the backdating he will miss out by three months on even that 
four years.  The reality is that he had served many years in this house at the lower rate and had qualified for the 
retirement perquisite, yet he was retrospectively deprived of it entirely.  I was retrospectively deprived of 
anything beyond four years.  That is outrageous and I do not think anyone would think it would be possible to do 
that to people other than members of Parliament.   

The really worrying aspect was the statement by the members of the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal at that 
time about how much the perquisite was costing each year.  The figure they used was entirely fictitious.  I 
suppose they worked out what could have been the maximum amount of money if everybody took it.  I am not 
sure even under those circumstances that it would have been correct.  In fact, the tribunal’s calculation based on 
actual expenditure was entirely wrong.    

I am pleased to put the matter on the record on behalf of the former member who requested me to do so.  I did 
not intend to take it up publicly but I understand his point that it is important it be recorded that members who 
served in this Parliament were not only losing 25 per cent of their salary towards their superannuation but also 
were being paid a highly inadequate salary.  Those members had qualified for a long-term travel benefit upon 
retirement, but had had it removed retrospectively.  Many of them lost it simply because of the retrospective 
operation of that provision.  If I had not served as a minister, I would also have lost it simply because of the 
backdating of the change.  I have no doubt, Mr President, you also have been affected by this change.  Then 
again, you will not qualify, because your period as President occurred after the period during which you could 
have qualified.  The situation is unfortunate and I will raise it with the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal.  Even 
if I am not successful, at least I have placed on the record what has happened to certain members of Parliament.  
Every time people complain about how well members of Parliament do, it should be acknowledged that we are 
treated fairly shabbily in some ways. 

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 10.30 pm 
__________ 

 
 
 
 


